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NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 



Patent Application Number: HlO-152782 
Drafting Date: August 1, 2002 

Examiner of the Patent Office: Junichi TANAPCA 9074 5VO0 
Agent: Mochitoshi WATANABE 

Article Applied: Japanese Patent Law Section 29(2) 

This application should be refused for the reason 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reason, such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the date on which this notification was dispatched. 

Reason 

The invention of the present application as claimed in 
claims mentioned below should not be allowed under Patent 
Law Section 29(2), since a person who has common knowledge 
in the technical field to which the invention pertains 
could have easily made the invention based on the 
inventions described in the following publications 1 and 2 
printed in Japan prior to the filing date of the present 
application . 

Notes (see List of Cited Documents etc. as to cited 

documents etc.) 
(Regarding Claims 1-3) 
Cited Document 1 
Remarks : 

A person skilled in the art could have easily made the 
invention in claims 1 to 3 based on the invention directed 



to the "image read-out and processing apparatus" described 
in Cited Document 1 . 

(Regarding Claims 4 and 5) 
Cited Documents 1 and 2 
Remarks : 

A person skilled in the art could have easily made the 
invention in claims 4 and 5 by applying to the invention 
directed to the "image forming apparatus" described in 
Cited Document 1 a technique well known in the art which 
involves using "average densities" or "density histograms" 
in "a plurality of regions" for the "image characteristic 
values" as described in Cited Document 2 (see Paragraph 
[0027] ) . 



List of Cited Documents etc. 

1. JP 09-116752 A 

2. JP 09-65155 A 

Recorded Results of Search for Prior Art Documents 

Field for which the search was conducted: 

H04N 1/40 - 1/409 
H04N 1/46 
H04N 1/60 

Prior art documents: 

JP 10-145624 A 
JP 09-185697 A 
JP 04-285933 A 
JP 02-105676 A 
JP 61-208370 A 



The Recorded Results of Search for Prior Art Documents 
do not constitute any reason for refusal. 
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